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GMS HURRICANES 
N E W S L E T T E R  #3

Our Vision 
Gaston Middle School will 

become a school of distinction 
with a collaborative learning 
community that addresses the 
needs of the whole child. With 
trusting, quality relationships 
among stakeholders, we will 
create meaningful, real-world 

experiences to develop globally 
competitive students. 

 Our Mission 
 The mission of Gaston 

Middle School is to equip our 
students with all of the 
academic knowledge and 

skills necessary 
to successfully handle 

a rigorous college and career 
preparatory curriculum. 

Upcoming Events 

Christmas Concert 
featuring our band and chorus! 

Tuesday, December 16  6:00 pm 

GMS Auditorium 

Notes from GMS Administration 
Holiday greetings to the Gaston Middle School family, 

As we bring our first semester to an end, the Gaston Middle School 
staff and students are committed to holding fast to the high 
expectations, standards and rigor that will ensure student success.  To 
close out the 2nd grading period, teachers are preparing your child 
for either their second benchmark or NC Final Exam in science and 
social studies. The bar has been set, and our students and staff are 
rising to the challenge.Your child should have received their progress 
report for the 2nd grading period.  In our effort to continually 
increase student achievement, our teachers are offering tutorial time 
for your child to receive any extra help they may need.  The teacher 
will communicate the specific day and time.  In the very near future, 
we will also implement SMART block, which will be a time for 
students to receive individualized help on specific areas of need 
during the school day.  With your support Gaston Middle will meet 
or exceed our behavioral and academic goals. Gaston Middle 
recognizes the importance of the community to our success. To this 
cause we have several out-reach opportunities for our students to 
participate in.  The Gaston Middle School Student Council sponsored 
a holiday food drive and the items collected will be donated to a local 
church food pantry.  Our Fine Arts department will also present our 
annual holiday concert on December 16th at 6:00pm.  We invite you 
to come and enjoy the many gifts and talents of our students.  We are 
excited about working with all stakeholders as we equip our students 
with all of the academic knowledge and skills necessary to 
successfully handle a rigorous college and career preparatory 
curriculum.   

Have a wonderful holiday! 

GMS Administration	  	  	  
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5th Grade Team

Shout Outs 
TOP STUDENTS ON MATH 

ASSESSMENT 

 Jerry Brooks, Makayla Williams, 
Danesha Squire, Kobe Watlington, 

Keyonde Harris, Edwin Ingram  

Congrats to Lanya Williams for 
scoring the highest on the Math 

End-of-Module Assessment! 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
WERE SENT HOME 12/5/1 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

NC Wiseowl 

www.ncwiseowl.org 

EngageNY 

www.engageny.org 

practutor.com 

Highlights of Learning 
ELA 
Students are still reading the award-winning novel 
Esperanza Rising and engaging in rigorous activities 
to increase their critical thinking skills. They are 
writing opinion papers based on the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and supporting their 
views with textual evidence from the story. Give 
your child a pat on the back for producing quality 
work!  

MATH 
In the next two weeks, students will be learning to 
multiply and divide multi digit whole numbers. 
Please practice multiplication facts at home nightly. 
Also, encourage your child to use ALL the strategies 
taught. We’ve begun using a tape diagram to solve 
word problems, helping students figure out what the 
problem is asking and then generate a logical 
solution. To ensure mastery, I will be giving students 
who need it extra assistance during 30 minutes of 
elective time. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
During the last few weeks, students have ventured 
through westward expansion and studied the Civil 
War. We have compared/contrasted the geography, 
culture and economies of the North and South and 
examined the horrors of slavery using 
MissionUS.org. Students are also making 
connections between current events and historical 
ones.

http://MissionUS.org
http://www.ncwiseowl.org
http://www.engageny.org
http://practutor.com
http://MissionUS.org
http://www.ncwiseowl.org
http://www.engageny.org
http://practutor.com


  December 9, 2014

  !3

Highlights of Learning 

ELA 
Students just wrapped their culminating project, My 
Own Hero’s Journey, in which they wrote a narrative 
similar to Percy Jackson’s in the novel we have been 
reading. We have moved on to our new novel Bud, Not 
Buddy. Students will continue to cite textual evidence as 
they learn new skills such as analyzing figurative 
language, word choice, structure and meaning. In other 
words, an author’s style.  

MATH 
Students in math class are studying consumer math, 
rates, and quantities in standard and metric form. They 
are engaging in kinesthetic and hands-on learning 
experiences that relate to real life. Recently, they did 
“shopping” at three stores and compared them to find 
the best price. This fun activity required them to apply 
multiple skills. 

SCIENCE 
We are enjoying learning about the soil and how it 
relates to rocks and the environment. Our 6th graders 
did a wonderful job on their career goal presentations 
describing how future plans relate to science. Students 
also submitted their 3-D Layers of the Earth Projects. 
They are awesome! You can see them in the display case 
outside the media center.  

Shining Stars 
Ania Sledge, D’Amarie Thorne, 
Daisy Lowe, Nathan Gregory, 
Nie Boone, Natyia Bradley, 
Elijah Edwards, Nicholas Coker 

Ms. Pruden’s Shining Star 

J’Marion Gilliam 

Courage 

He has the courage to stand 

up for what is right even in 

the face of peer pressure.  

Afterschool 
Tutorials 

Ms. Moore will continue to 
offer tutorials on Mondays & 
Thursdays (3:15-4:30) unless 
otherwise noted. Ms. Moore 
encourages parents to allow 
their students to attend these 
sessions to get additional 
support beyond the classroom. 

RESOURCES 

studyjams.com 

tenmarks.com (Students 
have their passwords.) 

6th Grade Team

Samaria working on consumer math activity 
in Ms. White’s room.

http://studyjams.com
http://tenmarks.com
http://studyjams.com
http://tenmarks.com
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7th Grade Team

SHOUT OUTS 

ELA: Hannah Baird for earning 
a 100% average! 

Math: Ashley Garner, Tierney 
Huff, Tylek Smallwood, 
Hannah Baird, Myaira Davis, 
Aniyah Sykes for earning an A 
or B on their progress reports! 

Science: Ms. Joyner’s 
homeroom for teaching the 
science goals and getting the 
majority of them right!  

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

www.engageny,org 

www.tenmarks.com 

www.practutor.com 

www.buzzmath.com 

Highlights of Learning 

ELA 
We are starting our second module with a focus on 
“identity.” We will be reading the play Pygmalion by 
George Bernard Shaw. Students have been working 
on identifying who they are internally and 
externally.  

MATH 
This month we are starting our third unit, entitled 
Percent and Proportions. Students are learning about 
percents and applying their new skills to real-world 
situations. 

SCIENCE 
Students are reviewing for final exams which will be 
given on January 19, 2015! Please have your child 
review the concepts, notes and essential vocabulary. 

Two-Voice Poem Presentation

http://www.tenmarks.com
http://www.practutor.com
http://www.buzzmath.com
http://www.tenmarks.com
http://www.practutor.com
http://www.buzzmath.com
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8th Grade Team

SHOUT OUTS 
Billy, Sedric, Lakira, Keion, 
Alexis, Mekhi, Cheree, Jaylin, 
Rashard, Ernest and Briana for 
making impressive contributions to 
class discussions! 

Kudos to all students who made 
A’s and B’s in all their classes on 
their recent progress reports! 

Thanks to all students who are so 
well behaved that teachers are able 
to teach! 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

schmoop.com 

practutor.com 

NC Wiseowl 

www.ncwiseowl.org 

                                         

GMS Band performing at pep rally 

Highlights of Learning 
ELA 
Students in English I are diving deep into To Kill A 
Mockingbird by Harper Lee. So far, we have made 
connections between Scout and the Maycomb citizens and 
prominent modern-day figures such as President Johnson 
and Dr. Martin Luther King.   

Students in 8th grade English are finishing Inside Out and 
Back Again as they discuss the experiences of refugees from 
various countries. The final project requires students to 
write a research-based poem about real life refugees. 

MATH 
Students will be rewriting and solving linear 
equations that are not obviously linear, applying 
knowledge to word problems, working with 
proportional relationships in order to write an 
equations with two variables, graphing points and 
predicting the shape of graphs.  

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Students worked on vocabulary, cause and effect 
relationships, analysis of the movie Hidden in 
Silence, writing narratives and reading 
comprehension. Next, we will be studying the post-
war years and creating PowToons (animated videos) 
in collaboration with Ms. Thomason. At the end of 
December, students will take their final exams. Best 
of luck, 8th graders!   

http://schmoop.com
http://practutor.com
http://www.ncwiseowl.org
http://schmoop.com
http://practutor.com
http://www.ncwiseowl.org
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Electives

Shout Outs 

Kudos to our Battle of 
the Books Team! 

Takhiya Vincent- Captain 

Samaria Clark 

Taron Ray 

McKenzie Sykes 

D’Amarie Thorne 

Daisy Lowe 

Donte’ Hairston 

Ania Sledge 

Kudos to our band! 

Band rocks! You guys 
practiced hard for the Winter 
Concert. Now show us what 
you got. 

RESOURCES 

NC WISEOWL 

COMMON SENSE MEDIA 

NETSMARTZ 

Highlights of Learning 
CTE 
The 6th graders are working in Edutyping learning how to type. 
Students are practicing how to key in information without 
looking at their hands and keyboard.  They are also studying 
the parts of a business letter. Our 7th graders are learning how 
to insert charts into spreadsheets and use formulas in Excel. 
The 8th grade class is working on getting their Word 2013 
certifications. Some students want to earn their certification 
before going to high school.  

BAND 
Band students have been practicing hard for the upcoming 
Winter Concert. The band and chorus will perform here at the 
school on December 16 at 6:00 pm. They will also be traveling 
to Squire, Gaston Elementary and Hampton Manor Assisted 
Living Center on Thursday, December 18 to perform. 

INFORMATION SKILLS 
Students are learning how to evaluate websites for quality. We 
are continuing our study of digital citizenship. 5th graders 
created Public Service Announcements about cyberbullying 
and made podcasts. Our next topic is research using the BIG 6! 

GUIDANCE 
Classes are working on career awareness. 5th graders are 
creating collages about careers they are researching. 8th 
graders are writing a research paper on a career that they find 
interesting.  

Ms. Jordan reviewing with her 6th grade class.
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